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COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF 
REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Commissioner For Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

The applicants do not agree that there is a 
obviousness-type double-patenting situation with U.S. Patent 
No. 5,997,814. To the contrary, the applicants assert that the 
claims of the present application are patentably distinct from 
the x 814' patent for the reasons previously set forth in the 
file. 

The applicants have complied with the Examiner's 
request for a Terminal Disclaimer to expedite an early allowance 
of this application. The period of the present application 
which has been lost through a Terminal Disclaimer is .believed 
to be comparable with the duration which would be required for 
an Oral Hearing to be scheduled and conducted, and for the 
Appeal to be decided on the merits. Moreover, if the Board 
chose to remand for any reason, the delay in the present 
application issuing might be extended significantly longer, 
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i.e., the term of the present patent would be shortened 
significantly . 



Respectfully Submitted, 
FAY , S HARPE , FAGAN , 




(216) 861-5582 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF 
REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE in connection with U.S. Patent Application 
Serial No. 09/314 , 497 is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed 
to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450, on this 2^0^ day of $ft\L$ , 2004. 

By: 
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